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Auburn Food Bank
Summer Dinner and Auction

On Friday evening, June 26, TAFB held an auction and dinner at the Truitt Building in
Auburn. The buffet dinner was provided by Long Horn Barbeque. They are faithful
supporters of TAFB and we want to thank them so much for the lovely buffet. We, also,
want to thank the many groups, businesses, and individuals who contributed the auction
items and to those of you who purchased them and/or made donations. This was our
first attempt at this type of venue and we are elated because as of this printing, we have
made over $15,000! Truly, the community of Auburn takes care of those who are in need.
Thank you!!!

All School Food Drive

Again this year The Auburn Food Bank was the recipient of the efforts of the schools in
the Auburn School District. We received 56,568 pounds of food and $18, 869.00 in cash.
The winning schools were Evergreen Heights Elementary, Olympic Middle School, and
Mountain View High School. Every pound and dollar was added to the Feinstein Challenge
and we are waiting to hear what we will receive from this foundation. TAFB wants to
thank Jeani Rottle and Steve Christiansen for making this happen and the Auburn School
District, students, parents, and others who lent a hand to make this successful.

Volunteers

Twelve years ago a friend who volunteered
at the food bank suggested to Millie Conley
that she should also try volunteering. Millie’s
friend worked in the food area, but Millie
was not able to stand for long periods so
she became a receptionist at the front desk.
She answered the phone and also helped
newcomers fill out paperwork so they could
be interviewed for using the food bank.
Millie says she really enjoyed her job and As
only stopped volunteering because of health
reasons. She thinks Auburn has one of the
best food banks and she enjoyed meeting the
people who came to use it. Debbie Christian
and Pam Johnson nominated her for queen for
The Good Old Days Parade and even though
she didn’t win that honor, she was a princess
and rode in the parade. She will be missed at
the front desk!

Harvest Breakfast

you start marking your
calendarsforfallevents,remember
to put down the annual Harvest
Breakfast which will be held on
Friday, November 6, 2009. This
is our biggest fundraising event
of the year and we look forward
to seeing you there.




Letter from the President

It has been a year since
I started my term as
president of the Board
of Directors at The
Auburn Food Bank, and
it has been a year. In
this newsletter, Debbie
Christian hits some high
points on the staggering
numbers of families we
are serving, the numbers of new families enrolling,
and the increasing volumes we are seeing day in
and day out. The good news is that, while we aren’t
rebuilding stores, because of your on-going support
we have not had to cut services and we are keeping
up with demand. Just keeping up sounds pretty good
right now.

This is probably a good time to give a little
window into how the different pieces of the Auburn
Food Bank fit together. Most important are the
volunteers who man the lines and keep families

moving through. Volunteers augment the driver
pool, deliver food to shut-ins and generally do most
of the heavy-lifting, often quite literally. Their time
and energy is the bone and sinew of the work we
do. We could not function if we did not have these
generous and energetic people in the trenches.

If volunteers are the body, our small paid
staff is the nervous system and the guts of the beast.
They manage, they oversee and direct the volunteers,
and they are there every day. They are led by our
Executive Director, Debbie Christian.

Debbie is amazing. It seems you cannot pick
up an issue of the Auburn Reporter without reading
of an award Debbie has received. Most recently, she
received the 2009 Leadership Institute of South Puget
Sound’s Distinguished Alumni Award, recognizing
an alumnus who exemplifies the spirit of leadership
and the goals of the Institute. Her job is to figure
out how to meet that amazing growing need with
very finite resources. She isn’t just the brain, she is
also the face The Auburn Food Bank puts out to the
community in many speaking engagements every
month, and she leads and represents us well.

The Board of Directors is the imagination and
the conscience. Our job is to try to make sure that we
stay true to the community, that we are responsible
with your generosity, and to try endlessly to figure
out new ways to give Debbie more to work with. The
current directors bring a dazzling array of talents and
gifts, from business acumen to leadership skills to
graphic arts to web design to broad social networks.
They all share a selflessness, a generous nature, and
an ability to have fun while working hard.

None of this would mean a thing without
a caring and generous heart. That, friends and
neighbors, is your gift, your role. The strength of
that heart has kept us going for many years,some
harder than others. It has allowed us to grow to help
cushion the economy’s blow on Auburn’s families,
its children.

As I finish my term as president, I want to
thank the volunteers for their hours of hard work
and the staff for their ability to keep the volunteers
and the food moving day after day after day. [ want
to thank the board for their energy, their support,
their patience and their passion for the work we do.
I want to thank Chris Farrell in particular for her
willingness to gently and persistently pester me to
get my letters done, because I needed that. Thank
you, Debbie, for making this whole thing work, and
for making it look like we both know what we’re
doing, when in reality I'm just following your lead.
And most importantly, I once again want to thank
you, the people whose generous gifts of food and
money we use to feed those who otherwise might
not know where the next meal is coming from.

My last request: as Dana Hinman starts her
term as president, please support her as you have
me, and support our community as only Auburn can.
You, Dana, Debbie and The Auburn Food Bank will
do great.

Kevin Martin







